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Operable Unit No. 2 Treatment Plant Sludge Production

J. M. Kersh, Associate General Manager
Environmental and Waste Management
EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc.

It has come to our attention that the Operable Unit No. 2 (OU2) South Walnut Creek Field
Treatability Unit (FTU) is producing approximately 1,200 pounds of sludge per week.
Investigations have found that less sludge may be produced by changing the concentrations
of chemicals added during the treatment process, while still getting adequate contaminant
removals from the water. The current policy of Waste Reduction indicates that every effort
should be made to minimize the amount of sludge produced. If no bench scale testing has
been planned and trials of changed concentrations of process chemicals areto be -
implemented at the FTU, we expect to be informed and updated periodically of the
progress of such measures.

This also addresses the fact that the FTU was not operating at full treatment level on the
days of June 13 and 14, 1992, and the morning of June 15, 1992, due to electrical
problems with the microfiltration unit. At 12:00 p.m. on June, 15, 1992 (Monday), the
FTU was not operating at all due to the electrical generator being out of service. The DOE
was not notified of the IM/IRA treatment cut back, nor of the complete shut down. The
appropriate DOE Operable Unit Manager must be notified of these types of situations as
soon as possible so EPA and CDH can be informed.
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